June 17, 2021

The Honorable Patty Murray
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Murray:

We write in support of your measure to increase the federal percentage share for Capital
Investment Grant Program transit projects that have Full Funding Grant Agreements (FFGA).
Her legislation, S. 837 the “Public Transit Capital Investment Relief Act”, is greatly needed for
two key Sound Transit projects under construction in the Puget Sound region — Lynnwood Link,
and Federal Way Link — as well as other similar projects around the country.

A similar, broader provision was included in the original House version of HR 2, the “Moving
Forward Act” in 2020 and in the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s recently
passed surface transportation reauthorization package, the “Invest in America Act”. We hope to
see this legislation included in a final infrastructure package that is passed by Congress and
signed into law by President Biden this year.

Our coalition represents a wide variety of interests — neighborhood organizations, non-profits,
major employers, small business owners, transit advocates and government entities — who have
been working together for over a decade on the expansion of public transit options for the Puget
Sound region. We have come together in support of this issue in order to help keep the
momentum going here to provide more public transit options for citizens throughout our entire
region.

Over the last 25 years, there has been immense growth throughout the Puget Sound region, and
during that period of time, our citizens have approved ballot measures that have resulted in the
investment of billions of dollars into the creation and expansion of our high-capacity, multi-
modal public transit system. In 2016, Puget Sound voters approved a $53.8 billion measure that
dramatically expands our transit system for communities throughout our region. The pandemic
and volatile market conditions threaten that expansion plan, which is why our coalition so
strongly supports the effort to increase federal percentage share for those projects with FFGAs.
One of the key ingredients to the future growth of our transit system to is recover quickly from
the pandemic, and this legislation is a critical component of that effort.

We greatly appreciate the work that you and your colleagues are doing to address our nation’s
infrastructure needs, and hope that as part of your work, you will include this important
provision in any final federal surface transportation authorization or infrastructure package.
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